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Extended Abstract

For a modern and advanced economy - Singapore - the development of major infrastructure projects, such as mass rapid
transit stations, seaports, major housing development estates, and manufacturing plants, are Not governed by environmental
impact assessment (EIA) regulations. This is in stark contrast to a well-developed set of EIA laws operating in all her 9
ASEAN neighbours. However, ad hoc EIAs are conducted on a “voluntary basis” by governmental agencies (e.g. Public
Utilities Board, National Environmental Agency) for some major projects. Such EIA projects are contracted to consulting
companies who perform the scope-of-work under specific guidelines spelled out by the government. One major drawback is
that this scope does not have a significant public participation component and a thorough mitigation plan.

The public review of the EIA reports is by invitation, restricted and tedious. Only in 2019, the Land Transport Authority

(LTA) openly released the draft EIA reports via the Internet on the cross-island mass rapid transit line for public view
[1] although LTA claimed there had been extensive consultations prior and that feedback and mitigating measures were
considered in the published EIA reports.

Recently, there has been increasing debate on the need to clear precious forests for housing development based on
limited biodiversity studies [2]. Additionally, there is a call for legislating EIA by academics [3] and nature groups [4] in
order to provide a thorough evaluation of possible environmental impacts and mitigation measures before major projects or
projects in environmentally sensitive areas are allowed to commence activities with irreversible impacts.

The authors, from the University of Newcastle (Australia) based in Singapore, have been teaching an undergraduate
course in EIA for the last 10 years [5]. It is the only course at the undergraduate level that offers EIA in Singapore. In this
paper, we will present 2 case studies on the limitations of using limited biodiversity studies to make decisions on clearing
forested land for housing development. The case studies are situated in the Dover and Clementi forests. Mitigating measures
are proposed such that either the forests are preserved or a restricted development is allowed, while preserving part of the
forest.
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