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Abstract – The modern energy transition has resulted in the development of sustainable Microgrids (MGs) that utilize Renewable 

Energy Sources (RES) in order to cover the demand in an environmental-friendly way. One of the main benefits of a MG is the ability to 

operate independently and provide flexibility services to the main grid’s operator. Perhaps one of the most desirable services that a MG 

can provide is the black start, which is required when the overall system faces a blackout. Up until recently, the main idea of the black 

start was to restart the operation of the MG utilizing fuel-based Distributed Energy Resources (DER) such as diesel generators. However, 

there are other controllable units that can be utilized for this purpose, such as Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS). Therefore, 

provided that the BESS are charged with renewable energy, it is possible to have a totally sustainable black start. The purpose of this 

paper is to present an optimization algorithm that assists the MG’s operator in making key-decisions related to black start in MGs 

equipped with RES and BESS. The developed Mixed-Integer Linear Programming (MILP) optimizer is developed in Python with the 

use of Pyomo and the decision variables are the energy that needs to be discharged from (or charged to) each BESS and the curtailment 

of RES production, if required. The algorithm is tested on a MG that contains two BESS (one main and one secondary) and two sorts of 

RES, i.e., Photovoltaics (PV) and a Wind Generator (WG). The results highlight the sustainability and practicability of the proposed 

solution, even under extreme conditions. 
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1. Introduction 
Microgrids (MGs) constitute self-sufficient intelligent grids that can incorporate a variety of Distributed Energy 

Resources (DER), such as Renewable Energy Sources (RES) and diesel generators, as well as storage units such as Battery 

Energy Storage Systems (BESS) [1]. Their self-sufficiency stems from their ability to operate either connected to the main 

grid, in grid-following mode, or independently, in grid-forming mode (also known as islanded operation) [2]. Of course, 

since they are active networks, they require energy management algorithms and decision support systems in order to operate 

efficiently [3]. 

One of the main services that a MG can provide is the black start which is the autonomous reactivation in case a blackout 

occurs [4]. This means that while the overall system is disconnected, the MG does not wait for the main grid to be reactivated. 

Instead, the controllable units are activated (usually with one of them in grid-forming mode) and then the non-controllable 

units are gradually reconnected until the MG operates fully, still islanded. Once the power of the main grid is restored, the 

MG can be reconnected in grid-following mode [5]. This is considered to be a valuable ancillary service to the main grid 

operator and also reduces significantly the overall duration that the loads of the MG are not served.  

In literature there is a variety of approaches related to black start algorithms. For example, the authors of [6] propose a 

rule-based strategy for the black start of a MG including PV and BESS. Furthermore, the authors of [7] explore the challenges 

that may be encountered when energizing a windfarm, as part of a MG. The authors of [8] propose a restoration strategy for 

MGs that rely heavily on diesel generators, with special focus on system stability. The authors of [9] have developed a rule-

based algorithm for the restoration of grids including nuclear power plants but also RES and storage. Yet, the ongoing energy 

transition and the advanced capabilities of MGs require a solution that focuses on handling automatically and optimally a 

plethora of RES and BESS with the minimum possible environmental impact. Therefore, an optimization-based approach 

that emphasizes on sustainability is considered to be a necessity and an update to the conventional case-specific or rule-based 

strategies as well as to the strategies that may include an optimizer but do not prioritize sustainability. 

The purpose of this paper is to present an algorithm for black start in MGs including a variety of RES and BESS. The 

core of the algorithm comprises an optimizer that prioritizes sustainable energy utilization. The purpose is to provide an 
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optimal and flexible solution for MGs that are environmental-friendly, in the sense that they do not rely on fuel-based 

resources. The proposed algorithm is developed in Python [10] and validated with the use of PowerFactory, DIgSILENT 

[11]. Its performance is tested on a MG including PV panels, a WG, two BESS and load, showcasing the potential of 

sustainable architectures in electrical grids. 

 

2. Methodology 
The flow chart of the proposed algorithm is presented in Fig. 1. In the beginning all components need to be disconnected. 

During the black start, the controllable power supply units, i.e., the BESS, are the first ones to be activated, followed by the 

load. Afterwards, the RES of the distribution network need to connect gradually. In the end, the distribution network is ready 

to be reconnected to the main grid, in grid following mode.  

 

Fig. 1: Flow chart of the proposed algorithm. 

It is noted that at each step of the algorithm the energy dispatch needs to be simulated. For this purpose the algorithm’s 

abstract MILP optimizer is developed. The objective function is presented in (1). The aim is to maximize the autonomy of 

the distribution network, prioritizing RES-based energy. In order to achieve this goal, the direct use of RES production has 

zero weight, therefore it is not mentioned in the objective function. The second preferable supply unit is MG’s main BESS, 

the discharged energy of which, 𝐷1, has low weight, 𝑤1. The least preferable supply units are the MG’s secondary BESS 

(one or more, if existing), the discharged energy of which, 𝐷𝑛, has higher weight, 𝑤2. It is noted that, while operating 

islanded, the MG’s BESS can only be charged with RES production. Finally, in order to ensure the maximum utilization of 

RES production and the maximum possible autonomy, the curtailed energy from the RES, 𝑅𝑚
𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑡, has the highest weight in 

the objective function, 𝑤3. 

min 𝐹 = 𝑤1𝐷1 + 𝑤2 ∑ 𝐷𝑛

𝑁

𝑛=2

+ 𝑤3 ∑ 𝑅𝑚
𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑡

𝑀

𝑚=1

 (1) 
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Of course, since the optimizer is abstract, the number of components can be modified and, if required, excluded from 

the energy dispatch. For example, at the first step of the black start, where the RES are not activated, the respective values 

are removed from the objective function and the constraints. Furthermore, if a MG does not have secondary BESS, they are 

also automatically removed from the optimizer. Yet, the strategy cannot function without the main BESS. Also, since the 

optimizer is abstract, the duration of each time-step of the black start can be modified as well. 

The constraints of each BESS are presented in (2)-(6). More specifically, the energy balance of each BESS is represented 

by (2), where 𝑆𝑛 is the stored energy of each BESS, 𝑆𝑛,𝑖𝑛𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑎𝑙
  is their initial stored energy, 𝐶𝑛 is the energy charged to each 

BESS and 𝜂𝑛 is the efficiency. The limitations of stored energy, 𝑆𝑛
𝑚𝑖𝑛, 𝑆𝑛

𝑚𝑎𝑥, are taken into account by (3). The maximum 

energy to be discharged from (or charged to) each BESS is modeled with (4) and (5), where 𝐷𝑛
𝑚𝑎𝑥 and 𝐶𝑛

𝑚𝑎𝑥 refer to the 

maximum values and 𝑢𝑛
𝑑𝑐ℎ, 𝑢𝑛

𝑐ℎ are the binary variables that are activated if the BESS is discharged or charged, respectively. 

Constraint (6) indicates that a BESS cannot be charged and discharged at the same time. The use of each RES is modeled by 

(7), where 𝑅𝑚 is the RES production of the 𝑚-th plant and can be either used in the distribution network, 𝑅𝑚
𝑢𝑠𝑒, or curtailed, 

𝑅𝑚
𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑡. Finally, the energy balance of the MG is modeled by (8), where 𝐿𝑖 is the load of the 𝑖-th node. 

𝑆𝑛 = 𝑆𝑛,𝑖𝑛𝑖𝑡𝑖𝑎𝑙
 + 𝐶𝑛𝜂𝑛 − 𝐷𝑛/𝜂𝑛 (2) 

𝑆𝑛
𝑚𝑖𝑛 ≤ 𝑆𝑛 ≤ 𝑆𝑛

𝑚𝑎𝑥 (3) 

𝐷𝑛 ≤ 𝐷𝑛
𝑚𝑎𝑥𝑢𝑛

𝑑𝑐ℎ (4) 

𝐶𝑛 ≤ 𝐶𝑛
𝑚𝑎𝑥𝑢𝑛

𝑐ℎ (5) 

𝑢𝑛
𝑑𝑐ℎ + 𝑢𝑛

𝑐ℎ = 1 (6) 

𝑅𝑚 = 𝑅𝑚
𝑢𝑠𝑒 + 𝑅𝑚

𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑡 (7) 

∑ 𝐿𝑖

𝐼

𝑖=1

+ ∑ 𝐶𝑛

𝑁

𝑛=1

= ∑ 𝐷𝑛

𝑁

𝑛=1

+ ∑ 𝑅𝑚
𝑢𝑠𝑒

𝑀

𝑚=1

 (8) 

The algorithm is developed in Python and the optimizer particularly is developed in Pyomo, with the Bonmin solver 

[12], which is a commonly used solver in this sort of problems. Its performance is verified with the use of PowerFactory, 

DIgSILENT. 

 

3. Results 
The proposed algorithm is tested on the real MG of CIEMAT [13] at Spain, which contains one main BESS and one 

secondary BESS, with maximum energy equal to 60 kWh and 24 kWh, respectively, PV panels with rated power equal to 15 

kW and a WG with rated power equal to 5 kW. The daily RES production and demand curves are presented in Fig. 2. The 

daily RES production refers to a representative day of the year in Spain, derived from [14] and the demand curve is derived 

from the benchmark systems of [15] and represents a mix of residential and industrial loads. Two cases are simulated. In the 

first case, i.e., Case 1, the blackout happens at 12:00, when the maximum difference between the RES production and demand 

occurs, in favour of the RES. On the other hand, in the second case, i.e., Case 2, the blackout happens at 18:00 when the 

difference is maximized in favour of the demand. The time-steps of the black start are considered to have duration equal to 

one minute each.  

The results of Case 1 are presented in Fig. 3 – Fig. 4. In more detail, Fig. 3 presents the energy of each BESS during 

each time-step of the black start and Fig. 4 presents the contribution of each BESS (negative values mean that the BESS are 

charged) at each time step and the utilization of RES production. It is noted that due to the high RES production, the main 

BESS supplies the demand only during the first time-step of the black start. During the next two time-steps, the demand is 
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fed by the RES which are gradually activated. The exceeding production is used to charge the two BESS. In the end, the state 

of charge of the main BESS is reduced by 0.4 % and the state of charge of the second BESS is increased by 0.1 %. During 

the black start, the demand is covered 33.3 % by the main BESS and 66.7 % by RES.  

On the other hand, when the black start is performed at 18:00, the optimal decisions are quite different from the previous 

ones, since at that time the demand exceeds the RES production the most. This is considered to be an extreme scenario, the 

results of which are presented in Fig. 5 – Fig. 6. The energy of each BESS is presented in Fig. 5. The energy of the second 

BESS remains the same throughout the black start. Also, Fig. 6 presents the contribution of each BESS at each time step and 

the utilization of RES production. During the first time-step, the two BESS are activated but only the main BESS feeds the 

load. During the second time-step, the first RES, i.e., the PV panels, are connected but their production is close to zero, as 

presented in Fig. 6, which is something expected at 18:00. Therefore, the main BESS continues to cover the demand. In the 

final time-step, the second RES, i.e., the WG is connected but since its production is not high enough to cover the demand, 

the main BESS still needs to be discharged. Yet, the black start is executed without challenging the limits of the system’s 

components, which is mostly attributed to the successful sizing and management of its BESS and RES. In the end, the state 

of charge of the main BESS is reduced by 1.3 %. During the black start, the demand is covered 89.6 % by the main BESS 

and 10.4 % by RES. 

 
Fig. 2: RES production and demand curves of the MG. 

  
Fig. 3: Energy stored in the main (left) and secondary (right) BESS for black start at 12:00. 
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Fig. 4: Contribution of each BESS (left) and utilization of RES production (right) for black start at 12:00. 

  
Fig. 5: Energy stored in the main (left) and secondary (right) BESS for black start at 18:00. 

  

Fig. 6: Contribution of each BESS (left) and utilization of RES production (right) for black start at 18:00. 

The results of each Case are summarized in Table 1 and showcase the importance of having diverse and adequate RES 

profiles, which can support the environmental-friendly operation of the MG throughout the day, as well as the paramount 
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necessity of adequate storage systems that ensure the MG’s autonomy and allow for the total use of RES production, without 

curtailments (which would be required if the storage systems were insufficient). 

Table 1: Main results of Case 1 and Case 2. 

 Case 1 Case 2 

RES covering the load 66.7 % 10.4 % 

Main RES PV WG 

BESS covering the load 33.3 % 89.6 % 

Reduction of state of charge of the main BESS 0.4 % 1.3 % 

Reduction of state of charge of the second BESS -0.1 % 0 % 

 

4. Conclusion 
This paper presents an optimization-based algorithm that provides the optimal decisions for MGs including RES and 

BESS when they face a blackout. The developed MILP optimizer derives decisions regarding the energy that needs to be 

discharged from (or charged to) each BESS at every step of the black start as well as potential RES curtailments, if required. 

The proposed black start algorithm is based totally on non-fuel based resources and is tested on a real MG that comprises 

PV panels, a WG and two BESS. The results showcase the feasibility of a totally sustainable black start, even under extreme 

conditions, provided that the MG is equipped with a versatile combination of RES and the BESS are adequately sized and 

charged. 

 
Acknowledgements 

This research has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme, 

TIGON (Towards Intelligent DC-based hybrid Grids Optimizing the Network performance), under grant agreement No 

957769, https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/957769. Furthermore, this research was supported by CIEMAT and especially 

Mr. Oscar Izquierdo and Ms. Paula Peña Carro, who provided us with the main parameters of their MG, and by CARTIF as 

the researchers of CARTIF, especially Dr. Luis Ángel Bujedo and Mr. Juan Jesús Samaniego Muñoz, provided us with the 

PowerFactory model of the MG in the context of the TIGON project. 

  

References 

[1] A. T. Elsayed, A. A. Mohamed, and O. A. Mohammed, ‘DC microgrids and distribution systems: An overview’, 

Electric Power Systems Research, vol. 119, pp. 407–417, Feb. 2015, doi: 10.1016/j.epsr.2014.10.017. 

[2] A. Dimeas, A. Tsikalakis, G. Kariniotakis, and G. Korres, ‘Microgrids Control Issues’, in Microgrids, N. Hatziargyriou, 

Ed. Chichester, United Kingdom: John Wiley and Sons Ltd, 2013, pp. 25–80. doi: 10.1002/9781118720677.ch02. 

[3] M. Fotopoulou, D. Rakopoulos, and O. Blanas, ‘Day Ahead Optimal Dispatch Schedule in a Smart Grid Containing 

Distributed Energy Resources and Electric Vehicles’, Sensors, vol. 21, no. 21, p. 7295, Jan. 2021, doi: 

10.3390/s21217295. 

[4] J. Li, J. Su, X. Yang, and T. Zhao, ‘Study on microgrid operation control and black start’, in 2011 4th International 

Conference on Electric Utility Deregulation and Restructuring and Power Technologies (DRPT), Weihai, China, Jul. 

2011, pp. 1652–1655. doi: 10.1109/DRPT.2011.5994162. 

[5] M. Fotopoulou, D. Rakopoulos, and S. Petridis, ‘Decision Support System for Emergencies in Microgrids’, Sensors, 

vol. 22, no. 23, p. 9457, Dec. 2022, doi: 10.3390/s22239457. 

[6] Z. Xu, P. Yang, Q. Zheng, and Z. Zeng, ‘Study on black start strategy of microgrid with PV and multiple energy storage 

systems’, in 2015 18th International Conference on Electrical Machines and Systems (ICEMS), Pattaya, Thailand, Oct. 

2015, pp. 402–408. doi: 10.1109/ICEMS.2015.7385067. 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/957769


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

132-7 

[7] D. Kaniaru Maina and N.-K. C. Nair, ‘Energization of windfarm infrastructure as part of microgrid based restoration’, 

International Journal of Electrical Power & Energy Systems, vol. 129, p. 106835, Jul. 2021, doi: 

10.1016/j.ijepes.2021.106835. 

[8] O. Bassey, B. Chen, and K. L. Butler-Purry, ‘Sequential service restoration in distribution systems and microgrids 

integrating frequency response and varying switching interval’, in 2018 IEEE Texas Power and Energy Conference 

(TPEC), College Station, TX, Feb. 2018, pp. 1–6. doi: 10.1109/TPEC.2018.8312077. 

[9] S. Khatua and V. Mukherjee, ‘Application of PLC based smart microgrid controller for sequential load restoration 

during station blackout of nuclear power plants’, Annals of Nuclear Energy, vol. 151, p. 107899, Feb. 2021, doi: 

10.1016/j.anucene.2020.107899. 

[10] Python. https://www.python.org/ (accessed Jan. 05, 2023). 

[11] DIgSILENT, ‘DIgSILENT POWER SYSTEM SOLUTIONS’. https://www.digsilent.de/en/powerfactory.html 

(accessed Oct. 17, 2022). 

[12] Basic Open-source Nonlinear Mixed INteger programming. https://www.coin-or.org/Bonmin/ (accessed Jan. 05, 

2023). 

[13] CIEMAT, ‘Centre for Energy, Environmental and Technological Research’. https://www.ciemat.es/ (accessed Oct. 17, 

2022). 

[14] Renewables Ninja, https://www.renewables.ninja/ (accessed Jul. 28, 2022). 

[15] Conseil International des Grands Réseaux Électriques; Comité d’études C6., Benchmark Systems for Network 

Integration of Renewable and Distributed Energy Resources. 2014. 

 


